
© British & Inter na tional
Feder ation of Festi vals
It has been drawn to the attention of the
Board of Trustees that, where British &
International Federation of Festivals'
adjudication sheets are used by non-
Federation members, the advice given
appears to be from The British &
International Federation of Festivals.
The Board is presently discussing with
our insurers the amount of Professional
Indemnity Insurance that it would be
prudent to ask non-Federation adjudicators
to hold in order to cover any claim.  An
alternative would be for festivals to
ensure that Adjudication Sheets with
"The British & International Federation
of Festivals" are not used by anyone
who is not a member of The British &
International Federation of Festivals for
the obvious reason that the advice
thereon purports to be from the Federation.
There will be more information in the next
issue as and when this worrying develop-
ment is further investigated.  The Board is
making it a priority.

FIRE!!!
Any festival who is asked by its
venue for a fire audit, or has
concerns about fire safety
should contact Festivals House for inform-
ation on how to deal with this.  A Guide for
organisations is available from Festivals
House, by email or post.

Shirley Burchell and Andrew Spurrell
from the Oundle Festival of Music &
Drama receive their Gold Certificate of
Good Practice - has your festival applied?

Tr ustees sought 
All festivals received a copy of this
advertisement in October.  Thank you
for considering it and passing it on.  The
Board has begun interviewing and
appointed three new trustees so far.
Advertisement
This umbrella body offers advice,
guidance, recommendations, policies,
procedures, seminars and conferences
to c300 member festivals across the UK,
and to around 350 other members who
include professional artists.  Trustees are
sought with skills and recent experience in

* Business management    
* Governance
* Strategic planning
* Finance
* Fundraising
* Marketing
* Higher education      
* Media         
* ICT

Experience of governance at national
level is highly desirable. Please email:
liz@federationoffestivals.org.uk 

Gift Aid & Toolkit on CD 
HM Revenue and Customs has published a
CD toolkit on using Gift Aid to increase charity
income, with basic guidance, interactive form,
templates and other materials.  

Request the CD from HMRC Charities on
08453 020 203 or by emailing
charities@hmrc.gov .uk

The British & International Federation of Festivals for Music, Dance and S peech
Festivals House, 198 Park Lane, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK1 1 6UD   info@federationoffestivals.org.uk

Newsle tt er December 2008

Conf er ence 2008 at the
Beardmore Hotel, Clydebank, was
greatly enjoyed and the Scottish
Festivals were congratulated for pro-
viding a real flavour of Scotland,
from the splendid and varied enter-
tainment to the goodie bags to take
home!  Elected members took notes
which will be compiled into a report
to come out to members with the
2009 Year Book.

 
 

As we look back over 2008 many interesting and exciting events have taken place.

A number of our Festivals have celebrated their centenary, and special events
have been organised to mark this wonderful achievement.  We have stepped
out on an exciting venture - "The Way Forward".   Thank you to everyone who
completed the questionnaire.   It gave us valuable information to work on.  

We need to move our Federation forward and your comments will steer us in the
right direction.

EYSM was another resounding success, and next year we will add QIPSss to
the calendar which we hope our Festivals offering speech and our speech
adjudicators will support.  

We had a successful conference in Glasgow.  Thank you
to our Scottish colleagues who certainly gave us a flavour
of Scotland throughout the weekend.  

We are now fully staffed at the office in Macclesfield, and
hope our new members enjoy working with us.  

Thank you to everyone involved in arranging our Festivals
and  also to our Adjudicators who give valuable advice to the
performer.  

Christmas Greetings to you all!                                                  Margaret
Margaret Venables, Federation Chairman

"National Notes"
A new, updatable book
from Cynthia Carr 

Indispensable to all
Dance Adjudicators
and Dance Festivals. 
£5 plus postage

 

Sunnier days in the summer! National Forum, Northern Ireland



Gr owing Old
Disg racefull y 
A photography competition, Growing Old
Disgracefully, has been launched by
NIACE and Mature Times to coincide
with UN Day of Older Persons. The com-
petition is open to anyone in the UK
aged 55 and over and encourages older
people to illustrate the wide variety of
ways and places older people learn.

The deadline for entries is Friday 16 January
2009.  Judging will take place in early
February 2009 and presentations of awards
and photographic vouchers will take place at
the NIACE E-Guides Event at the end of
March 2009 in Nottingham, which looks at
the impact of technology in learning.

Download competition rules from
www.niace.org.uk/Research/older_bold -
er/Growing-old-Disgracefully-Rules.p df
Lois Gladdish, Information Officer
Older & Bolder
NIACE, 21 De Montfort Street
Leicester LE1 7GE 
or email: lois.gladdish@niace.org.uk

Chang es to Aw ar ds f or
All Eng land 
Awards for All England, the Big Lottery
Fund's small grants programme, is to
change from a joint grants programme to
one run by the separate distributors.  It is
currently a joint Lottery grants programme
supported by ACE, Big Lottery Fund,
Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport
England.  Following a review, each of the
lottery distributors supporting the scheme
will run their own small grants program-
mes from 1 April 2009.  Applications can
still be made under the current arrange-
ments until Awards for All England closes
on 31 March 2009.

The Big Lottery Fund says that 'it is
anticipated that new money available for
small grants in 2009-10 will be comparable
to money that was available to community
groups through Awards for All in 2008-9'.

* Big Lottery Fund will launch a new
small grants programme on 1 April 2009
awarding grants of £300 to £10,000 to
local communities in 2009-2010.

* Sport England small grants for sports will
range from £300 - £10,000 from 1 April 2009.

* Arts Council England will provide small
grants through their existing 'Grants for
the arts' programme, supporting awards
between £1,000 and £100,000.

* Heritage Lottery Fund small grants will
be provided through the existing 'Your
Heritage' (£3,000 to £50,000) and 'Young
Roots (£3,000 to £25,000) schemes.
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk

Financial Ser vices
Compensa tion Sc heme 
Can charities apply for compensation
under the Scheme?  Although informa-
tion provided by the FSCS about the
Scheme does not specifically mention
charities, it appears they are covered to
the same extent as other organisations
and individuals and are eligible to claim
compensation for the loss of their
savings and deposits should their bank
or building society fail. 

The FSCS can pay compensation to
consumers if an authorised firm is
unable, or likely to be unable, to pay
claims against it. The rules for the FSCS
are made by the FSA www.fsa.gov .uk
and they set out which types of claims
can be considered. The compensation
limit for deposits has now increased to
£50,000.  A number of charities have
written to the Chancellor of the
Exchequer asking that compensation lim-
its be raised for charities and you can
keep up to date by visiting the FSCS
website regularly. www.fscs.org.uk

020 7892 7300  enquiries@fscs.org.uk 

Financial Services Compensation Scheme 
7th floor , Lloyds Chambers, Port soken
Street, London  E1 8BN

Musicians' Union
criticises 
Licensing Act 
The MU has become the latest
organisation to criticise the impact
of the Licensing Act 2003 on live
entertainment provision in the UK,
accusing it of greatly increasing
bureaucracy "for very little benefit".  

According to the MU in its submis-
sion to the Culture, Media and
Sport Select Committee's licensing
regime inquiry, the legislation has
failed to increase the number of
live music events and has deterred
small venues from hosting gigs. 

The trade body is now calling on
the government to implement "tan-
gible   benefits" for venues which
do schedule events and to simplify
the licensing application process. 

Festi vals
Remember that, if you are asked
for any form of licence (or risk
assessment) by your venue or
Council, we ask if you will please
contact Festivals House.  

It's important that festivals do only
what is necessary and don't get
bogged down in anything extra that
may possibly not apply to their work.

Recently there have been
instances where Councils, following
their own guidelines, haven’t
realised they don’t apply to festivals. 
On the other hand, there are lots
of models of good practice from
other Councils, which they may
find helpful.

If and when you’re asked - do let
us know!

Name f or the
Feder ation
The Board is, as members, know,
working on a new business plan and
will be sending out information about
this in the new year.  New trustees
are joining us.  Each of the Councils
is looking at its own remit and its
auditing procedures. It’s a time of
change and the Board is now asking
festivals to submit possible names for
the Federation - we will remain The
British & International Federation of
Festivals for Music, Dance and
Speech, but what might be our short
title?  WIll it be BIFF?  Or
Performance?  Or, in this technological
age, will it be performance@  ???

The Board is asking you, please, to
send in your suggestions by 31
January.  Voting will take place during
February and we’ll know the result on
1 March!!

We look forward to hearing from you
and, whilst thinking of the name, do
include a visual image of it too - what
font, what colour, etc.

Now there’s something to think about
over Christmas! Will you be the one
who names the Federation?

Accommoda tion

A note from an adjudicator:
www.laterooms.com
In October, a superior executive room at
the Copthorne, booked late, was  £70
instead  of  £160.  Always worth a try!      
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Our Associa tes Abr oad
The start of a new feature letting our
members know more about our friends
overseas - starting with

The McDonald's Performing Art s
Challenge, held in Sydney , takes place
between June and September.

This year the festival celebrated its 75th
Anniversary with events including a Gala
Dinner and a Dance of the Champions
Award.  The festivities were concluded in
November with a Cocktail Party over-
looking the fairyland of the Sydney night.

Last year, the McDonald's Performing
Arts Challenge attracted entries from
Hong Kong, Indonesia and New Zealand
and, thanks to the internet, interest in the
festival is widening.

Everyone is welcome to enter the festival’s
smaller sections, but as yet, entrants must
have resided in Australia or NZ for five
years to claim the major prizes, a condition
the Festival hopes to waive if and when
they assume international status.  

The festival uses 9 different venues, including
the Sydney Opera House and offers over 300
classes within 9 major categories - Classical
Singing, Contemporary Singing, Choir, Piano,
Instrumental Solos, Instrumental Groups,
Original Works, Speech & Drama and Dance.

The Festivals biggest events are the
McDonald's Operatic Aria, total prize value
being $57,000, and the McDonald's Ballet
Scholarships - which offers 2 prizes; the
outright winner receives $18,000 and a sec-
ond scholarship of $12,000 is awarded to
the best performer of the opposite sex to
the winner. 

Fifteen-year-old Claudia Dean trounced 144
rivals, won the $18,000 McDonald's Ballet
Scholarship in the Concert Hall at Sydney
Opera House. Claudia will soon leave for
Europe to compete in the Prix de Lausanne.

The Festival also has a $10,000 piano
scholarship, an $8,000 instrumental
scholarship, a $16,000 Contemporary
Singer of the Year contest, a $15,000
choral championship, a Junior Classical
Ballet Scholarship (total prize value
$10,300) and two smaller opera scholar-
ships. One for younger singers valued at
$7,500 and another open one with a
value of $14,600.   

Recipients of McDonald's Operatic
Scholarship are now performing with
major companies in Britain, USA and
Europe, including the gorgeous Anna
Leese, who, between performances at
Covent Garden, is touring with José
Carreras, Andrea Bochelli and other
greats. 

Royal Ballet soloist Steven McRae didn't
win the Festivals Scholarship, but he
claimed every other prize on offer and
we now have five dancers, including
principal Elisha Wills, first soloist Jenna
Roberts and soloist Alexander Campbell,
in the Birmingham Royal Ballet. 

The Festival also boasts winners who
play with leading orchestras and cham-
ber groups around the world. In fact, it
could be said that a huge percentage of
Aussies who are out there singing, dancing,
acting or making music began performing
on the festival’s platform. 

The festival receives no Federal, State or
Local Government funding whatsoever
and totally relies on the generosity of its
sponsors. 

In 1987, the festival almost went to the
wall, but ‘McDonald's Australia’ (yes, the
hamburger Macs) picked up the tab for
the Ballet and Opera Scholarships and
so, in deepest gratitude the festival
changed its name from the “City of
Sydney Eisteddfod” to the “McDonald's
Performing Arts Challenge” and, accord-
ing to reports, it is now widely regarded
as the largest and most successful
competitive festival of its type in the world. 

Dr Jennie Lees, Media Liaison & Public
Information Manager for the festival even
made the history of the festival the sub-
ject of her PhD, which has since been
published as The Sydney Eisteddfod
Story: 1933-1941.

Jennie says - “This
snippet of information
gives a rough idea of
who the McDonald's
Performing Arts
Challenge is, what we
do and where we
came from”. 

What a super short
story and scenes - 
can we have more, please, from our
Associate members overseas!
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Ne w initia ti ve - Music

On 2 December, a
group of Federation
Adjudicators and
Assessors from the
Asian Music Circuit
came together in
London to explore the similarities and  dif-
ferences in the work we each do and how
we could take forward this work in other,
collaborative, ways.  All those who took part
are feeding back information and this initiative
will continue in the new year.

Any adjudicator who has not been
involved, but feels s/he has experience to
offer, please contact Festivals House, to
join the group who are exploring new
opportunities for work with festivals.

damien@federationoffestivals.org.uk

Ne w Trustees and Staf f
Some members may be aware that, recent-
ly, the Board of Trustees has filled a full-
time and a part-time position at Festivals
House.  It has not been easy to find the
right people to fill these roles; sometimes it
has been thought we had the right person,
only to find that s/he did not, in fact, want to
take the job. This reflects the breadth of
the job description and the funds available!

The Board would like to thank members for
their understanding during the time when
the office has been so short of staff which
has fallen during a period of new initiatives.
The January Newsletter will carry informa-
tion about new trustees whose appoint-
ments commence in January and also
details about new staff.

Lotter y
The BIFF Lottery is operating from
Festivals House and all those who have
numbers should have heard from us in
the last couple of weeks and should
have confirmed whether or not they wish
to renew.  If you haven’t heard, or if you
would like to join the lottery, then please contact 
jacqui@federationoffestivals.org.uk

More information on the Summer Studio 
info@federationoffestivals.org.uk

The Tesco Charity Trust
Comm unity Aw ar ds Sc heme 
provides one-off donations of between
£1,000 and £4,000  towards providing
practical benefits, such as equipment
and resources for projects that directly
benefit children, the elderly and adults
and children with disabilities, living in
the local communities near UK stores.

www.tescoplc.com/plc/corporate_
responsibility/local_communities/
community_investment/charit able_
ving/tesco_charity_trust

Lor d Lieutenant's Fund -
Cor nw all & the Isles of Scill y
aims to help young people who have
demonstrated a desire and capacity to
accomplish great things but who are in
danger of being held back by personal
or family hardship or disability.  

Fields of talent could include sport, academics,
arts, voluntary service, music, science or
enterprise.  For beneficiaries up to 25
years of age there are grants up to
£5,000 with an average award of £800.
Further information and application form
available at: 
www.cornwallfoundation.com/applying_for
_a_grant/current_grant s.htm

 

Free b ulletins f or small
or ganisa tions 
NCVO is providing free bulletins packed
with information and support on a range
of topics. This month it’s ITC.  Each
focuses on a different theme, helping
build up a collection of resources to be
dipped into time and time again.

To receive it straight into your inbox visit
www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/hottopicict

More information on the EYSM Music course 
info@federationoffestivals.org.uk
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Charity Commission
To help meet growing expecations for
publicy available information about charities,
the Charity Commission launched the
new-look Register of Charities last month.
The Register now provides a financial
summary, in diagrammatic form, for all
charities with incomes over half a million,
taken from Annual Returns.  The new
Register will provide a wider range of
information, allowing even non-technical
audiences  insight into a charity’s financial
resources and how they are used.

Although few of our festivals will feature
on this list, it should prove to be a most
interesting insight.


