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Welcome to our new -look June edition of the newsletter which will 
now arrive as an email in your inbox, or you can ac cess it from our 
website www.federationoffestivals.org.uk .   
 
If you have anything you’d like us to include in fu ture newsletters, or 
pictures of your Festival for the ‘Your Photos’ sec tion, please email 
helen@federationoffestivals.org.uk  or call us at Festivals House with 
suggestions. Helen is also keen to gather more emai l addresses so if 
you have received this in the post but do in fact h ave an email address 
we can contact you on, then please let her know. Ma rch, April & May 
have been particularly busy months for festivals  so well done to 
everyone who has worked extremely hard and committe d so much 
time and energy to making these spring festivals a success. You 
should be very proud. 
 
 

The British & International Federation of Festivals  for Music, Dance and  Speech  
Festivals House, 198 Park Lane, Macclesfield, Cheshi re SK11 6UD  01625 428297 
 

NEWSLETTER June  2010 

      

There will be a new CRB application form  for England & Wales from June 
2010. The process hasn’t changed, and neither have the categories of 
people who need to be checked, but the form is slig htly different and 
hopefully easier to fill in! The new form will be s ent out from 1 June, 
however the old version will still be accepted unti l the end of July 2010. 
Contact Helen if you need any forms or advice. 
 

For those of you who use twitter , follow us ! Click on the logo or find us at 
FedofFest.   For those of you that don’t – Twitter is a real-tim e information 
network powered by people all around the world that  lets you share 
information and broadcast key messages. We will be using it to gather 
relevant information from other Arts and Third Sect or Organisations, 
promote our courses and events and communicate key points both within 
the membership and beyond.  
 

Adjudicator Biographies  - We have received most of your 100 word biogs 
and pictures for the website but appreciate that so me of you have been 
away or busy. This is entirely optional but if you still want to include yours, 
email helen@federationoffestivals.org.uk  by Monday 6 June. 
 
It has come to our attention that s ome festivals make announcements 
claiming the Federation does not allow  photography or video . This isn’t 
actually the case! We don’t mind if you do or don’t  allow photography – just 
as long as you have a permission form that includes  all necessary points. 
This differs for each situation so please contact F estivals House for yours. If 
you do wish to allow photography make sure it states this  clearly in your 
syllabus, Programme, website and entry forms.  
 
There are still a fe w places left on this year’s Summer Courses  so if you 
know anyone who may be interested or wants to book but hasn’t yet – get in 
touch with Helen asap. We are running our annual Eu ropean Youth Summer 
Music & Junior EYSM courses along with a new course  this year for Speech 
& Drama. All courses take place at the beautiful Ha ileybury College in 
Hertfordshire. EYSM is aimed at 11-21 year old musi cians, Junior EYSM for 
8-11 year olds and the Speech & Drama Summer Course  for 11-17 year olds. 
 

‘Congratulations to all the performers chosen to ta ke part in the Barnardos  
Believe Festivals in Leeds, Bristol and London. We will be there supporting  
you and hope that everyone else who can be, will be  . . . so get your tickets as  
soon as possible. Good luck to everyone’              
      Margaret Venables, Chairman 
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You may be aware that we have a new Government!   
Nick Hurd MP has been announced as the new Charitie s Minister 
responsible for charities, social enterprises and v oluntary organisations 
in the Cabinet Office. He will be known as the Mini ster for Civil Society 
within the new Office of Civil Society, which repla ces the Office for the 
Third Sector.  Mr Hurd has announced that Governmen t policy will focus 
on making it easier to run a charity, social enterp rise or voluntary 
organisation.  

The National Poetry Competition  is open for entries . In its 33rd year, the 
Poetry Society’s National Poetry Competition is one  of the world’s 
biggest and most prestigious poetry competitions. P ast winners include 
both established and emerging poets and the judges this year are 
George Szirtes, Deryn Rees-Jones and Sinéad Morriss ey. Prizes are £5k 
for the overall winner, £2k for the second, £1k for  the third and seven 
commendations of £100. The deadline is October 2010 . Enter online or 
download an entry form at www.poetrysociety.org.uk  

Get your tickets now for the Barnardos Fundraising Concerts  in Leeds, 
Bristol and London in June, and help us support thi s worthwhile cause. 
 
Leeds Town Hall, Wednesday 9 June at 6.30pm   Tel: 0113 224 3801 
Bristol Colston Hall, Sunday 20 June at 5.30pm Tel:  0117 922 3686  
London Barbican, Tuesday 29 June at 7pm       Tel: 020 7638 8891    
 

Do you  need help with marketing, PR or web design?  If you're looking 
for free expertise  to help your festival communicate more effectively , 
use the online Media Matching service from the Medi a Trust to place a 
request for a media or communications volunteer. Wi th hundreds of 
media professionals signed up as advisers, you can get valuable advice 
on a wide range of services including PR, marketing , web, branding and 
design.   
www.mediatrust.org/get-support/one-to-one-support/m edia-matching  

We sometimes rec eive festival newsletters , so thank you for very much 
for those. If you’re thinking of producing a newsle tter at your festival, 
we can point you in the direction of someone who ca n help. Get in touch 
with us at Festivals House. 

The Voluntary Arts Network  in England is  launching an award scheme 
which will highlight the work of England’s 50,000 v olunteers in the arts. 
The EPIC awards  will be awarded to volunteers that have excelled i n one 
or more of the following categories: Engagement, Pa rtnerships, 
Innovation and Creativity. Winners will gain public ity for their amateur 
arts organisation and an invitation to the winners’  reception. You can 
nominate yourselves for this award at http://epicawards.co.uk  
Good luck!  

The V&A are planning on putting their extensive col lection of historical 
musical instruments  into storage. A petition has opened on the Downing  
Street website.  
Add your name if you object 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/VandAchange  
 

Mencap Arts has published a report of its consultat ion with young 
people with learning disability . The consolation found that it is much 
harder for these young people than their peers to a ccess the arts and 
makes a number of recommendations for improvement.  
http://www.artspider.org.uk/projects/2  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The V&A are planning on putting their extensive col lection of historical 
musical instruments  into storage. A petition has opened on the Downing  
Street Website. Add your name if you object 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/VandAchange/  

Mencap Arts has published a report of its consultat ion with young 
people with a learning disability. The consultation  found that it is much 
harder for young people with a learning disability to access t he arts  than 
their peers and makes a number of recommendations f or improvements. 
As well as looking at young people's leisure aspira tions and the barriers 
they face in fully participating in arts provision it contains information 
about arts activities available to young people wit h a learning disability. 
For the full report  www.artspider.org.uk/resources/other_info  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
   

 
 
 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 
     
 
 

       

Do you care about the arts in Scotland?  Would you like to see the arts and 
crafts better represented in your local area? Voluntary Arts Scotland  is 
looking for people with a passion for participation , some spare time and 
good communication skills to become a Voluntary Art s Ambassador. 
You’ll be given training and support and be hooked up with appropriate 
organisations in your area. Voluntary Arts Scotland  aims to have a team of 
informed, confident arts representatives across the  country, who can help 
influence Community Planning in their local area. T his is a voluntary post, 
but all reasonable expenses will be reimbursed. For  more information on 
the Voluntary Arts Ambassador scheme visit www.vascotland.org.uk  

Kerrygold, the butter brand owned by a cooperative of Irish dairy farm ers, 
has launched the Kerrygold Community Awards . Launched last year, the 
awards are designed to encourage, support and rewar d people all over the 
UK that come together to achieve a common goal that  brings benefits to a 
whole community. Projects must be staffed by member s of that 
community. Deadline 31 July.  www.kerrygoldcommunityawards.co.uk  

The Pianist Prize  2011 is a c ollaboration between the Federation and 
Pianist magazine for amateur Pianists 25 years and over nominated by 
Federation adjudicators between May 2010 and April 2011. The Finals will 
take place at the Kings Place Concert Hall in Londo n on 5 June 2011. The 
winner will receive a feature article in The Pianis t Magazine, a recording 
for the magazine’s cover CD and a private lesson wi th a concert pianist! 
All music adjudicators have been emailed the flyer and entry form. Get in 
touch with Helen if you need more information or do wnload the 
documents from our website.  

The Charity Commissio n has a new website that they hope will make  it 
easier, faster and more convenient for charities to  deal with them online, 
in particular speeding up the application process f or new charities. There 
is also a wide range of free publications and guida nce for charities under 
‘Charity Requirements and Guidance’ on their websit e and you can sign 
up for news and policy alerts when things change. 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/  
 

The People’s Postcode Trus t aims to make the UK a better place for both 
people and nature. They want to make a real differe nce to small 
organisations and community groups through grants r anging from £500- 
£10,000. The Trust acts within six fields of operat ion including Community 
Development. Applications for the next round of fun ding will open 7th June 
2010. For more information, please visit www.postcodetrust.org.uk  
 

Congratulations to Cornwall Music Festival who cele brated 100 ye ars in  
March.  The festival team were delighted to welcome  HRH Sophie, the 
Countess of Wessex, to open proceedings. During the  wonderful week of 
celebrations there were over 4000 music entrants! T he Countess enjoyed 
performances from 600 youngsters competing in the c hoirs competition and 
spoke with some of them, staying to listen to some of the speech 
performers. Angela Rippon hosted a Gala Concert on the Saturday night 
and the festival were pleased to welcome Margaret a nd Aubrey Venables to 
join them in their celebrations. To mark the Centen ary a book has been 
published Cornwall in Harmony  by Joanna Wood which is available from 
Carolyn Buley, Festival Secretary russell.buley@btinternet.com . The 
centenary was a fitting finale to ten years of comm itted chairmanship from 
Valerie Willcox. See ‘Your Photos’ for picture. 
   

Congratulations also go to The Gibraltar Stage Danc e Festival who won 
Silver Medal in the Children’s Section at the World  Show Dance 
Championships in Germany back in November. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 

  
 

   
 

  
 

  

Conference 2010  ‘From Durham to Dunston…a continuing conversation’  
Conference this year will take place in Dunston nea r Norwich. The 
Eastern Region is delighted to welcome Conference b ack to East Anglia 
after only 80 years - yes, the last Conference held  in this region was in 
1930!  Our venue is Dunstan Hall Hotel, an imposing  red brick country 
house hotel set in 150 acres of beautiful wooded No rfolk parkland, yet 
only 6 miles south of Norwich City Centre and 8 mil es from Norwich 
airport. The hotel was built in 1859 and has been s ympathetically 
restored and extended by the De Vere Hotel chain. I t boasts swimming 
pool, sauna, gym and spa plus a par 71 golf course!  For those arriving 
early we have organised a trip on the Broads and a guided tour of 
Norwich City Centre, exploring 1000 years of histor y taking in medieval 
cobbled streets and the magnificent Norman Cathedra l.  
 
Feedback from Durham showed that the ‘carousel’ of break-out 
meetings was popular, so we shall keep to that form at for 2010. Also 
building on the successful format in Durham, all se ssions, other than 
the Federation plenary sessions and the AGM, will b e facilitator-led and 
there will again be separate sessions by discipline . Feedback told us 
that delegates missed having a performance-based se ssion with 
discussion last year.  Patricia Snowdon will theref ore lead a 
demonstration on song and dance, at the end of whic h 3 adjudicators  
(dance, speech and music) will give their comments.  One respondent 
from Durham (echoing many others) said that “we nee d to watch and 
learn – listening is not enough”.  Three workshops have therefore been 
scheduled for when conference divides by discipline .  
 
We know that delegates appreciate an opportunity to  network, so we 
have programmed a relaxed start to Friday evening. The Board will be 
making a presentation on diversity in the syllabus on Saturday morning.  
The ‘carousel’ topics and the breakouts by discipli ne will continue this 
theme – exploring new ideas and offering an insight  into how they might 
work for festivals …. and finally, don’t forget…..p roximity to a regional 
airport means you can take advantage of those barga in early bird 
flights… don’t delay! 
    Linda Lear & Beryl Whyatt 
    Conference Planning Sub-committee 
 

     

 
A word from Liz Childs. Adjudicators Council on Time Limits  
 
‘Time limits ! We are all living with these probabl y every day of our lives 
but how do we deal with these in a Festival? Why do they matter and who  
do they affect? Who is responsible for ringing that bell? The Adjudica tor’s 
Council is keen to hear Festival Organiser’s though ts on this crucial part 
of every Festival (remember, overtime payment may r esult!). What 
feedback do you get from performers, parents and te achers when time 
limits are adhered to and a penalty results?  Surel y if a time limit is stated 
in a syllabus it’s there for a good reason?  A lot of adjudicators are 
familiar with the system in Hong Kong where there i s a very clear penalty 
system in place if a piece over runs. Should we con sider something 
similar?’ 
 

It’s obvious that time limits have a huge impact on  repertoire chosen and there can be really 
serious problems and consequences if they are not s trictly and uniformly adhered to, so lets get a 
debate going on how we should be addressing and dea ling with this issue. Please contact the 
Adjudicators Council Representative in your discipl ine. 
How should performers be reminded about time limits  and penalties prior to the performance? 
Should there be a percentage of time that the piece  is allowed to run over by?  
How can festivals and adjudicators make sure a perf ormer is not humiliated in public when a 
performance is stopped? 
How do festivals deal with a Performer, Teacher and  Parent afterwards?  
What happens when the Adjudicator’s Clerk doesn’t s top a performance when it runs over time, or 
doesn’t know the rules? 
Is it ever the Adjudicator who stops the performanc e?  
 



 

Your Photos 
Email your pictures to helen@federationoffestivals. org.uk 

 
      
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

    
  

 
 

HRH Sophie, The Countess of Wessex at Cornwall Music 
Festival’s  Centenary Celebrations with Festival Chairman 

Valerie Willcox and Margaret Venables 

 

   

Sheila Skelton & Alfred Honey receive 40-year Long Service 
Awards from Linda Lear at the Bugle Dance Festival  

 

 

 

St. Gerards Special School - Winners of the Special School Competitions at 
 Bangor International Choral Festival 

Alexander Soares plays 
Rachmaninov's Third Concerto with 
Ealing Symphony Orchestra as part 
of his Prize at the Ealing Festival .. 
Alexander studies at the Guildhall 
School of Music and was winner of 
the BBC Proms/ Guardian Young 

Composers’ Competition 

 

 

The Open Arts Community Choir from Belfast 
Winners of the Light Entertainment Competition at Bangor International Choral 

Festival  

 

 
Ruth Jenkins 

Winner at Leith Hill 
Musical Festival 

 

The 
University of 
Santo Tomas 
Singers from 
Manila in The 
Philippines - 
overall 
winners of 
the Bangor 
International 
Choral 
Festival  
Open 
Competition 


