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Easter Greetings! When you have read
this Newsletter, please pass it on to
everyone at your festival, most
particularly your committee.

At conference and in a previous
newsletter, festivals were invited to
apply for the Aprille Bonner Bursary
Award. The Ryton and District Music
Festival and the Lincoln Music & Drama
Festival have done so and, as a result,
young performers will receive funding to
attend the Federation Summer Course,
European Youth Summer Music.

| offer my sincere
congratulations,
both to the
festivals and also
the recipients, in
the knowledge
that the young
people will have a fabulous musical
experience which they will never forget.
We still have three Aprille Bonner
Bursaries available in 2008 - is any
festival interested?

If so, and a festival can offer this Award,
before 15 July 2008, to an instrument-
alist or singer between 11 and 19 years
who gives outstanding performances at
their festival; they should contact
Festivals House right away.

Lastly, heartiest congratulations to Prof
Alan Gillett, OBE, Chairman of the
Ealing Festival. What a stunning photo!

Federation of Festivals for Music, Dance and Speech
info@federationoffestivals.org.uk

The Way Ahead

It is 10 years since Federation members
set in place a different way of operating.
A “Development Plan” was drawn up
and voted upon, at the AGM and by
postal vote of all members. Members
were overwhelmingly in favour of
regions, mirroring the, then, Regional
Arts Boards with an elected Festivals
Council of representatives from every
region. Every festival would be visited

by a representative over a 3-year period.

Adjudicators would also elect a Council,
to represent the views of their
disciplines and matters pertaining to
professional members.

A Finance and General Purposes
committee would recommend on all
matters of finance and budgeting.

A Board of Trustees would represent
each branch of membership and, where
necessary, co-opt others with the skills
necessary for the governance of the
charitable organisation.

The overall idea was that all thoughts
and ideas; all good practice; and all
concerns, would come from the grass
roots to the Board of Trustees .

This structure has been in operation for
10 years and, over that time a number
of things have happened and a number
of questions need to be asked.

Those questions will be asked at
Regional Meetings between April and
September 2008. The time to give your
view is NOW. By conference 2008
there will be a clear picture of the views
of membership to inform further
discussion. By conference 2009 a new
structure will be ready for a vote.

There is a list of Regional Meetings
on page 2 of this Newsletter and it is
the Board’'s earnest hope that every
festival will attend a meeting and
give their input into this vital
exercise. At each meeting there will
be 2 representatives who attended a
very special meeting of both Councils,
held on 21 February at Festivals House.

They are: Tanya Allen; John Cox;
George Baines; lan Glover; Peter Jelley;
Millie Judd; Linda Lear; Barbara Lowe;
Carolyn McCabe; Val Marshall; John
Page; Caroline Pearce; Norma
Redfearn; Steven Roberts; Marion
Smith; Janet Topping; Colin Touchin;
Margaret Venables; Margaret Wilson.
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Safety Audit/Child

Protection —
England & Wales
The Safeguarding of
Vulnerable Groups
Act, 2006 becomes
law in 2008.

This affects festivals and, as you know,
a series of updates workshops have
already taken place. Not all festivals
have yet attended, but it is important
that they do.

If we could inform festivals by written
details, we would most certainly do that.
But, since all festivals are unique,
written details are not enough — and all
the evidence proves this.

By the workshop method, each festival
can think through and question how the
changes in the law affect their particular
situation - a vital step for all festivals.

Full details of the workshops listed
below will be in the post very soon to all
those who have not attended — there
will be NO FURTHER DATES offered.

Federation Workshops

Friday 25 April Peterborough
Saturday 26 April Darlington
Sunday 11 May Sevenoaks

Monday 12 May Slough

Details coming out in the post to
festivals who have not yet attended

£12.50 per person, includes lunch

If these dates are impossible for you,
then Liz is taking other workshops for
the arts, - dates below. NB: places are
strictly limited and ‘VAN' Workshops
are not entirely about festivals

Voluntary Arts Network Workshops
‘VAN’

Weds 14 May - York

Weds 25 June - Manchester

Weds 10 September - Cardiff

Weds 26 November - London

£35 per person, includes lunch

Contact: daniel@voluntaryarts.org

The bottom line

If your festival has not attended an
update by the final date offered, you
cannot be included in Year Book 2009.
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Safety Audit / Child

Protection - Northern Ireland
A workshop for festivals has been
arranged for 7 June 2008.

Safety Audit / Child

Protection — Scotland

The situation in Scotland is being
carefully monitored and there will be a
chance for a further update at
conference 2008 - particularly important
for those festivals who missed the
November 2007 meeting.

Regional Meetings
Dates and Data

— from page 1
Northern

26 April  Rose & Crown, Mickleton
near Darlington

Federation Child Protection Workshop
AGM and Election of Officers

A further meeting will be arranged re
The Way Forward ; see next edition

1 November
Rose & Crown, Mickleton, nr Darlington

North West

15 June  Welcome Travel Lodge
Charnock Richard, M6

The Way Forward

Reports from Festivals
Treasurer’'s Report

Yorks & Humbs

26 April Baptist Church, llkley
The Way Forward

Report from Festivals Council
Reports from Festivals

Matters Arising / Correspondence

11 October Darfield

East Midlands

3 May Jacksdale Welfare Centre
Jacksdale, near Nottingham

18 October
Oundle

West Midlands

20 April Perdiswell Young People’s
Leisure Club, Worcester

The Way Forward

Report from Festivals Council

Reports from Festivals

AGM and Election of Officers

Update on Regional Competition

Eastern

27 July

Haileybury College, Herford

The Way Forward

Change, co-ordination and co-operation

0

Southern

11 May - may be changed to 18 May
Popley Fields Community Centre
Basingstoke

Chairman and Treasurer’s Report
Festival Reports; Regional Talk

A further meeting will be arranged re
The Way Forward ; see next edition

London

There is presently no representative to
the Festivals Council for London and,
therefore, no meeting dates arranged.
Since festival members are now able to
attend any regional meeting, London
region festivals are cordially invited to
do this. The Board will monitor whether
festivals are able to do this before
arranging a meeting(s) in London.

South East
8 June Southborough, Tunb’ge Wells
The Way Forward

19 October
AGM and Election of Officers
Matters arising from Annual Conference

South West

31 May — may be changed

Most likely to be Bristol

The Way Forward

Federation Risk Assessment Workshop

6 September

Northern Ireland

7 June Hollywood

The Way Forward

Reports from Festivals
Child Protection Workshop

11 October

AGM and Election of Officers
Matters arising from Federation
Conference

Any matters of regional concern

Scotland

10 May — may be changed
The Way Forward

Full agenda of reports

1 November

Don't forget!

If you live closer
to another
region’s meeting bl
venue — or o %
another meeting g
fits in with a trip
you are making
to another part of
the country, then please attend that
regional meeting — they will be delighted
to welcome you!

Pt $ !
12 #3#4 05 12# [+ 6

Many festivals find it hard to meet
deadlines. Others find it hard to make
their work fit into the guidelines or onto
application forms. We are, then, seeking
out charities that don't require that.
They are hard to find, but I will try to find
at least one for each newsletter.

The Batty Charitable Trust

will generally support smaller charities

in the UK and especially those working
at grass roots and local community level.

The BCT will normally award one year
grants of between £1,000 and £10,000
to charities which can demonstrate that
such a grant will make a significant
difference to their work.

- Submit a letter addressed to the
‘Charity Correspondent’ stating when,
for how much and for what purpose a
grant is required

- Explain how the grant will make a
significant difference to your work

- Supply a signed copy of your latest
annual accounts

- If relevant, supply a project budget

Applications at any time, but it may take
up to 4 months to obtain a decision, so
apply at least 6 months ahead.

The Charity Correspondent, The Batty
Charitable Trust, Rugby Chambers
2 Rugby Street, London WC1N 3QU

Esmeé Fairbairn Foundation

If you have time to fill out a form, then
take a look at one of the largest
independent grant-making foundations
in the UK, EFF aims to improve the
quality of life throughout the UK by
funding the charitable activities of
organisations that have the ideas and
ability to achieve change for the better.
EFF takes pride in supporting work that
might otherwise be considered difficult
to fund and its primary interests are in
the UK's cultural life, education, the
natural environment and enabling
disadvantaged people to participate
more fully in society.

http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk

The Benslow Trust

Do you know that young people
between 11 and 25 can loan
instruments from the Benslow Trust?
Could you advertise this to young
musicians at your festival?

http://www.benslow.org/instrument-
loan-scheme.php
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Important information about

professional fundraisers

If your festival uses a professional
fundraiser — ie, someone who is paid
from the profits of fundraising - then you
should know that the Cabinet Office has
published draft guidance to help them to
comply with new laws.

From 1 April this year, fundraisers who
are paid to raise money will be required
to say up front to potential donors how
much of each donation will go to charity
and what proportion goes towards their
own wages. The new laws, part of the
Charities Act 2006, will ensure that the
public can make informed decisions
about making donations or purchasing a
product from which a charity will benefit.
They will help protect the high levels of
public trust that charities need to thrive.

DCMS Questionnaire —
mapping the sector

At last! Festivals in England and Wales
had the chance to put themselves on
the map! The DCMS initiative to map
the sector by questionnaire was
decades overdue and their window for
reply, from 1-28 February, was very
short - nonetheless, it was the single
most important initiative for a long time.

Thank you to all those festivals who did
manage to send back the questionnaire.
Yes, it was difficult to complete online
and, yes, there were several problems
with downloading it too — but those who
persevered and replied deserve
everyone's thanks.

Thank you also to all those who replied
to every single reminder we sent — and
we sent lots!  Thank you for letting us
know the job was done.

I am really sorry to say that only 20% of
festivals completed the questionnaire.
This means that the size of our festival
movement cannot be accurately
measured. And so, for whatever
reasons, we simply have to accept that
the festival movement did not make the
impact it could have done — the impact it
needed to make.

There is good news, though. We have
been asked by DCMS to give feedback
on their exercise and so | will be making
a number of points, including the fact
that the voluntary sector needs
considerably longer than one month to
reply to questionnaires like these — and
that people need reassurance that
financial information is only needed to
form a piece of the big picture and will
not be individually retained.

We hope that DCMS will take our word

for the size of our festival movement
and how active its people are. | will do
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my best to ensure that. For your part,
may | ask you to think about how - if
and when there is further questionnaire
- you can actively and quickly respond
with information.

Festivals are always saying that
we should have a big voice!

When we are offered the
opportunity to shout — let’s do it!!

Could you make a

nomination?

The Beacon Fellowship Charitable Trust
wants nominations for the 2008 Beacon
Prize. You can nominate individuals
who have made a significant charitable
contribution in giving time, money or
skills to a specific cause. With awards
in 5 categories and additional regional
prizes for England, N Ireland, Scotland
and Wales, the winners will be invited to
attend a gala evening in London where
the overall prize winner will receive
£30,000 to donate to the charity of
his/her choice.

If you would like to nominate someone
visit www.beaconfellowship.org.uk  for
a nomination form. Or e-mail:
enquiries@beaconfellowship.org.uk

or tel: 020 7203 8290.

deadline: Thursday 1 May 2008

Trustee governance and

risk assessment

The Federation offers Risk Assessment
Workshops to Regional Meetings which
look at governance as well as the more
usual topics of fire, hazards, venue risk
assessments, etc.

If you would like to attend a Risk
Assessment Workshop then ask your
Regional Rep to bring one to your
region. They last between 90 minutes
and 2 hours, so there is plenty of time
for discussion of other topics at a
Regional meeting.

Self declaration form for

new trustees

The Charity Commission has provided a
form for recruits to confirm their
eligibility to act as trustees. Please
note that this form does NOT replace
the enhanced CRB disclosure that all
trustees of children’s charities need

— it is a part of that disclosure
process. If you are unsure how this fits
into the 6-pack of forms you received at
the update workshop, do not hesitate to
contact Festivals House.

http://www.charitycommission.gov.u
k/Library/supportingcharities/pdfs/sa

mpledeccc30.pdf
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Focus on Dance

Classical Greek Dance for
Festivals

Cynthia Carr has written a new 32 page
booklet on Classical Greek Dance.
Copies are £7.50 (including p&p) and
cheques should be made payable to All
England Dance - PO Box 312, Welwyn
Garden City, Herts, AL8 7ZQ.

“There is only restricted information on
this subject, especially that relates to
dances that are seen in Festivals. Itis
an important form of movement that
contributes much to a dancers’ training,
requiring musicality, imagination and a
sense of drama. These are encouraged
to a level not easily found in the early
stages of other genre” C Carr

Youth Dance England

has produced a comprehensive guide to
careers in dance. The booklet looks at
training, funding, the variety of careers
and progression routes in dance as well
as career case studies. Download it
from the website - www.yde.org.uk.

YDE is also advertising the National
Youth Dance Festival, 5-13 July, which
will showcase the architecture and
spaces around the Southbank Centre,
involving large numbers of dancers.
www.yde.org.uk/metadot/index.pl?id
=2267;isa=Category;op=show

Volunteers are being sought to help
with this festival, which will include
Overture 2012 on 1 & 2 November at
the Royal Albert Hall, when Royston
Maldoom will create a new piece of
contemporary dance for 150 young
dancers aged 8-17 accompanied by the
London Symphony Orchestra.

Big Dance is a programme of dance
running up to the Olympics. For more
info —www.london.gov.uk/bigdance
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Significant events

RONALD STEVENSON AT 80
ST JOHN'S SMITH SQUARE
11,12 and 13 APRIL 2008

box office 0207 222 1061
www.ronaldstevensonstjohns.com

Artistic Director, Murray McLachlan
presents A Weekend Celebration of
Recitals to Commemorate the 80"
Birthday of Ronald Stevenson.

PERFORMERS: Murray McLachlan,
Noriko Ogawa, Martino Tirimo, Yonty
Solomon, Joseph Banowetz, Martin Roscoe,
Moray Welsh, Goldstone & Clemmow,
Penelope Thwaites, John Lavender,
Christopher White, Joseph Long, Feargus
Hetheringron, Bobby Chen, David Wyn Lloyd,
The Art Song Collective, Martinu String
Quartet, Savourna Stevenson, Chetham'’s
School of Music, Trinity College of Music,
Allan Schiller, John Humphreys, Marie-Louise
Taylor, Sebastian O'Shea-Farren, Thomas &
Jonathan Scott, Alton Chung Ming Chan,
Nancy Lee Harper.

Ronald Stevenson

is a living legend

whose music has

been admired by

Sibelius, Britten,

Menhuin, Alan Bush

and Edward Gordon

Craig. In addition to

over 500 piano works and 100 songs,
he has composed concertos for piano,
violin and cello, and an epic work ‘Ben
Dorain’ for double chorus and
symphony orchestra which received its
world premiere in January with the BBC
Scottish Symphony Orchestra. In his
80th year, this extraordinary creativity is
celebrated in a weekend of concerts
presenting some of his most illuminating
compositions, including his monumental
‘Passacaglia on DSCH' for piano. a
work deeply admired by Walton, Wilfred
Mellers, John Ogdon and Sorabji,.

This newsletter feature advertises significant,
high profile artistic events in which
Federation members are involved and other
members may like to hear about or attend.
Adjudicators were asked to contribute details
to begin this series and we hope that Festival
members and Friends will contribute too.
Details of significant, high profile artistic
events need to reach us by 20 April for the
next newsletter.

National Will Week

Many charities ask people to think about
making a bequest in their wills and the
Federation is interested in looking into

legacy funding on behalf of its members.

We would like to hear from a solicitor
within the festival movement who could
advise the Board with a view to taking a
Will Week exercise forward in 2008. Is
there such a person on your festival
committee - could s/he get in touch with
the Federation office, please?

Changes to financial

thresholds

Registered charities are required to
submit annual financial information to
the Charity Commission.

Along with the Office of the Third Sector,
the Charity Commission is consulting on
raising the thresholds for financial
reporting, which could particularly affect
small charities. Read the briefing, tell
the NCVO what you think. Visit -
http://www.ncvo-
vol.org.uk/policy/index.asp?id=7780

Arts Council funding
update from
“The Stage”

Baroness Genista

Mclintosh is to

undertake the

investigation into

the controversial

spending review

decisions taken by

Arts Council

England, “The

Stage” has revealed. ACE Chief
Executive Alan Davey said in February
that he was bringing in an “external eye”
to review the organisation’s recent
funding process. Genista MclIntosh, who
has previously run two of the UK’s
flagship performing arts companies - the
Royal Opera House and the Royal
Shakespeare Company - has now been
chosen to undertake that review.

It will mark the second time the Labour
peer has been asked to investigate
ACE, having chaired the peer review in
2005. The resultant report was highly
critical of both ACE and DCMS,
claiming, at the time, the relationship
between the two had deteriorated since
the 2004 spending review and created a
“climate of mistrust” that “required
urgent attention”.

Work will begin after Easter and it is
expected to be complete by early
summer. ACE will publish the main
recommendations of her report,
although interviews will not be made
public, so those consulted are able to
speak in confidence.

The investigation will cover the entire
funding process from January 2007 to
February 2008 when final funding
decisions were announced.
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The Voluntary Arts Network

(VAN)

VAN offered a series of ICT Workshops
recently and we invited festivals to take
up their offer of free places. Several
festivals attended and the feedback was
terrific — here’s a typical comment

“The Workshop exceeded all
expectations, giving out so such useful
and practical help. | had no idea until
this workshop, how much free soft-ware
was readily available”

If you were unable to go, then look at
the “Previous Events Data” site on the
VAN website to download handouts
from that event which you may find very
useful.

http://www.vaengland.org.uk/cqgi-bin/
website.cqgi?tierl=england&tier2=VAE
%20events&tier3=previous%20events

We will let you know, again by email
if a newsletter is not due, when VAN
offer similar workshops in future.

Five hours a week

Following a Government announcement
that each child (aged 0-19) in England
should be offered at least five hours of
high quality culture per week, in and out
of school, expressions of interest are
being invited from partnerships of
organisations wishing to explore how
this could be achieved.

Ten local area pilots will be supported at
a rate of up to £2.5 million each from
1 April 2008 to 31 March 2011. Local
communities, schools, colleges and
young people themselves should be
involved in designing the activities to
take place, which could include:

o Attending top quality theatre,
orchestral and dance performances

o Visiting heritage sites

0 Learning a musical instrument.

0 Learning about and making films

o0 Making a piece of visual arts or crafts
o

Producing a piece of creative writing

As a minimum, all partnerships are
expected to include the local
authority(ies), the local Music Service
and all appropriate cultural institutions
and specialist schools.

The deadline for submitting an
Expression of Interest is 7 April 2008

For more information and to find your
local contact group please visit
http://www.creative-partnerships.com
[offer or call the national office,
telephone 0845 300 6200.

Thanks to Mike Rigby of Leamington Spa who is
keeping a watching brief on this.
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