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Something wonderfulSomething wonderful
Have you read the information sent
to Festivals and Adjudicators about
the "Believe Festivals", our new part-
nershipwith Barnardo’s?

The success of these five Festivals will
depend entirely on you, the
Organisers and Adjudicators.

Please will you promote this new venture
and encourage groups to enter? 

The new initiative has come about
because Barnardo’s approached me
to see if it was possible.  Their Events
Manager, Jen Privett, and I met to
discuss possibilities and, having support
from the Board, we went ahead.

Do you remember the breathtaking
performances at Warwick and Leeds?
Well, here's an opportunity to give
some more of our performers the
chance to make memories, and show
others what we can do - and do it well!!

Margaret
Margaret J Venables, Chairman

Conference 2009
Have you bookmarked it ?
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WELLDONE!!
The Selston Music Festival has had a
very profitable year, receiving two grants
and a generous donation from their Local
Councillor, who also happens to be the
Chairman of Nottinghamshire County
Council. In fact, the Councillor has been so
impressed with the hard-working committee
and all the fundraising that they do, that she
gave them a Civic Reception at County Hall
in Nottingham.  It was a wonderful evening,
not only for the committee, but for all the
people who help on festival day too.
Organiser, Susan Wardle, said “It makes
the job worthwhile when people like this
support us so well”.  

Susan wondered if Selston’s long-serving
Chairman,Donald Grundy, is the longest
serving Chairman in the Federation?
Donald was a boy in his
teens and an enthusiastic
supporter when the festival
began in 1944.  He carried
out duties whenever they
arose and in 1955 joined
the committee.  He served
in the 1960s as Vice-
Chairman, becoming
Chairman in 1971 - an
office he holds to this day.  He has seen
many changes and watched the festival go
from strength to strength. He pays tribute
to the hard-working committee, whose
dedication and loyalty have enabled it to
flourish and meet changing demands.  

Music Adjudicator and Regional Rep for the
East Midlands, Barbara Lowe, has been
awarded the Mayor of Derby's Special
Award for Culture within the City and
County! There were 116 candidates for 14
awards of various categories and it came as
a real surprise to Barbara and she tells us
that it caused much joking amongst her
friends!  Barbara has been having a busy
time recently and, amongst other things,
helped the Oundle Festival to celebrate
100 years! At that festival she met the
organiser of the Selston Festival (above),
Susan Wardle.  That was a good time to
reminisce as Barbara was Susan’s singing
teacher!  What a family we all are!

2009 is a year of centeraries; we know of
quite a few.  Please send us pictures and a
story about your 100th birthday.  We would
love to keep a record of your achievement
in our archives and publish it in the
Newsletter.

Better late than never?
Sixty-five years ago there was no such thing
as 'Britain's Got Talent' or 'The X Factor'. But
even though the Second World War was sti ll
at its height, talent was being discovered
amidst the bombingof our major cities. In
spring 1944, a 9- year old girl and her cousin
competed in the Sunshine Competition (the
fore-runner of the All England Dance
Competition).

The 9 year old was Josephine McKeen (or
Langford then), who despite her tenderage,
daily braved the German bombs dropping
on the streets of Liverpool in order to visit
hospitals to entertain wounded servicemen.
The family could have gone to Canada, but
chose to stay behind and José lost no oppor-
tunity to use her talents to support the war
effort.  Those talents were clear to everyone
who knew her and it was little surprise to
them that she won the National title.
However, because of the War, her victory was
never properly recognised. She should have
received a medal, but all available metal was
being used to manufacture armaments for
the war effort.  

José McKeen recently contacted her MP,
who got in touch with All England Dance,
who agreed that her victory should be
honoured retrospectively with a Gold Medal.
AED arranged for this to be presented to her by
MP Brian Donohoe.  

After the war, José McKeen continued as an
entertainer, appearing on stage with stars
such as Frankie Howerd and Ken Dodd,
before moving with her family to South
Africa and more recently moving to Irvine in
Central Ayrshire, where she now lives with
her husband.

By coincidence, José's grand-daughter
Rachel - the only other member of her family
to display any talent for dancing - is currently
rehearsing at a dance school in Irvine for the
school show.  Rachel is 9 years old; the same
age as her grandmother when she won her
national title, and she too specialises in ballet
and tap dancing.  

All England Dance was delighted to honoura
National Competition winner.

Beryl Whyatt., AED

Voluntary
Arts 
online
photo gallery
To showcase the voluntary arts the
Voluntary Arts Network has set up an online
photo gallery on Flickr. All you have to do is
send in your photographs and VAN will load
them onto the gallery at 
www.flickr.com/people/voluntaryarts. 

Sharing images will help raise the profile of
your organisation with media, policymakers
and the general public. To send in  pictures
go to www.voluntaryarts.org and click on
Voluntary Arts Online Gallery in the left-
hand column. Fill in the permission form
and follow the step-by-step instructions. 

Visit www.voluntaryarts.org/13363 or
email images@voluntaryarts.org 

BBC World Service Orchestra  
The BBC World Service is starting an orchestra.
If you're a musician from any of the myriad
countries that the World Service broadcasts
to, but have limited opportunities to play in
big groups, it wants to
hear from you. It is
bringing together
musicians from as far
afield as Uzbekistan,
Cuba and Nepal in an
unique project to look
at music and migration in Britain.  If you're
interested, please email:
timothy.muller@bbc.co.uk or
janet.ball@bbc.co.uk

At least 90 musicians from more than 30
different countries have given their first
performance in the YouTube Symphony
Orchestra in New York. The contest

allowed anyone,
anywhere, to
upload a clip of
their playing. A
selection went to
a popular vote
and the winners
played at

Carnegie Hall and came from as far away as
Australia and South Korea; aged between
15 and 55. 

Some had never left their home countries
before, let alone played in a high-profile
venue - and they had just three days to
practise before the concert. Works included
Bach, Mozart, Villa Lobos, Wagner,
Tchaikovsky, Lou Harrison, John Cage, and
Internet Symphony No 1, Eroica, by Chinese
composer Tan Dun.  

http://ne ws.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/w orld/ americ-
as/8001253.stm.



NEW INITIATIVES
AND FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES

Heinz Charitable Trust 
Heinz Charitable Trust promotes community
health and wellbeing and offers funding to
registered charities in the UK. The Trust oper-
ates five key programme areas:

• Nutrition: supporting improvements in the   
medical aspects of nutrition and health.

• Youth and Education: strengthening learning 
systems and supporting programmes that 
supplement the formal education process.

• Local Community: supporting and enhancing 
local communities in which H J Heinz has  
significant operations.

• Quality of Life: improving quality of life 
through arts, cultural and environmental 
programmes

• Volunteering: supporting charitable work 
of Heinz employees through recognised 
charitable organisations.

For more information on how to apply visit
www.heinz.co.uk/content/ our_company/
heinz_charitable_trust/ application_form.aspx

The Baring Foundation grants for arts
and older people
In September 2009, the Baring Foundation
will launch a new funding programme giving
core costs grants to arts organisations in the
UK working with older people. It plans to
spend a total of around £3 million in five
'nebula' rounds. 

The first grants will be made in June 2010.
The Foundation will publish a mapping report
in September 2009 looking at current prac-
tice in this field. 

If you work for an arts organisation that
works in this area it would be keen to hear
from you.  
Please email David Cutler at 
david.cutler@uk.ing.com

Community Connections scheme
from BT deadline: 9 June 2009 (postal); 11
June 2009 (online)

BT’s Community Connections scheme is now
open. Community groups and projects offering
community benefit can apply for a laptop and
a contribution to a year’s Internet fees. 

The scheme is aimed at groups that have lit-
tle or no IT equipment and can show how it
will be used to grow the organisation and
benefit the community.

For more information visit BT’s Community
Connections scheme at 
www.btcommunityconnections.com

Receive free fundraising ideas
throughout the year 
NTT Fundraising has launched a new service
to help charities across the country develop
their fundraising strategies. You will receive
regular innovative fundraising ideas free of
charge and each one focuses on a different
type of campaign. 

To register for this new service visit the NTT
website at 
www.nttfundraising.co.uk/our-services.aspx

The Batty Charitable Trust 
The Batty Charitable Trust makes one-off
grants of between £1,000 and £10,000 to
smaller charities working at grass roots and
local level.  Applicants need to underline  why
the grant will make a significant            differ-
ence to their work.   

A project budget should be supplied, and a
signed copy of your latest accounts. There
are no application deadlines but you need  to
allow up to four months for a decision to be
made. You should apply six months before
you need the money. 

For further guidance and information on how
to apply, visit 

www.battycharitabletrust.org.uk

Knowitalls 

A new and exciting BBC Two quiz show,
Knowitalls, has just started a nationwide
search for contestants to be crowned
Knowitalls Champions 2009. Two teams of
3 people will go head to head to present
hand-picked subjects to our panel of experts
and see who really is a Knowitall.  

Following on from the great success of
Allison Walker-Morecroft on The
Weakest Link - who’s next, please?  

Phone: 0871 747 5200
Email: knowitalls@bbc.co.uk 
Knowitalls Applications, BBC Entertainment
Room 3023, BBC Television Centre, Wood
Lane, London  W12 7RJ
Closing date: 29 May 2009 

Tips for Dealing with the Media
One of our festivals found this section of the
NFPSynergy website very useful.  There is a
lot to read at 

www.nfpsynergy.net

GibraltGibralt ar Festival ar Festival 
for for YYoung Musicians 2009oung Musicians 2009
L to R, Cathy Bachelor, Festival Organiser
Lieutenant-General Sir Robert Fulton, KBE

Governor of Gibraltar
Federation Chairman, Margaret Venables

pictured in Gibraltar at its very
successful festival

DEPT FOR CULTURE, MEDIA AND SPORT

Third Sector S trategy

Sets out the
vision for our
ongoing  relation-
ship with the
third sector. It
starts with the
measures needed
to provide our third
sector with a
healthy environ-
ment in which to
thrive.

www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/
publications/6144.aspx

Next, our relationship with third sector organ-
isations and how we can make partnerships
stronger and beneficial to both. How we can
help provide a sustainable pool of talented and
enthusiastic volunteers..  It tackles social
enterprise and re-iterates our commitment to
act as champion for third sector organisations.
It translates our vision, wherever possible,
into direct actions.  

Culture Minister Barbara Follett said:
“Voluntary organisations are the foundation
on which much of Britain’s culture, media and
sport is built and volunteers are the lifeblood
of a myriad of clubs and groups … Without
them many of the hobbies and   pastimes that
people in this country enjoy would simply
cease to exist. 

The role that these committed organisations
and dedicated people play in our society is
now being given the recognition it deserves.
These are people who give their time freely
and willingly – it is only right that we developa
strategy to help us do the same for them.”

The strategy is the first step in developing a
mutually beneficial way of supporting volun-
teers and making volunteering possible and
accessible for all.  



Year Book Up date no 2 for 2009
Please mark these additions and amendments up in your Year Book

REGIONAL LIST:
Northern Region:
Deputy Rep: Gillian Irvine MBE  

FESTIVALS:
Bedfordshire Festival of Music, Speech & Drama:
New Tel: 07824 829097

Buckingham Festival of Music & Drama:
Sybil Smith, June Cottage, Mill Close
Winslow, Bucks  MK18 3DE  01296 712652

Camborne Music Festival:
Alvine Holmes, Lannarth, Bell Lake
Camborne TR14 0JG  01209 716294
alvine.holmes@tiscali.co.uk

Coleraine International Choral Festival:
Closed

Farnham Competitiv e  Music Festival:
Dr Jia Doulton, Coldharbour House Kingsley
Common, Hants GU35 9LP   01420 472860
jia.doulton@btconnect.com

Inverclyde Music Festival:
Anne McGregor, 4 Thornwood House 
Lochwinnoch Road, Kilmacolm, Inverclyde
PA13 4DY 01505 873027 
a.s.mcgregor@strath.ac.uk

Isle of Wight Musical Competition Festival:
June Cox, 39 Nodgham Lane
Carisbrooke, Isle of Wight PO30 1NY
01983 525013   trebleclef@btinternet.com

National Festival of Music for Youth
3rd Floor, South Wing, Somerset House
Strand, London WC2R 1LA  020 7759 1830

Newcastle-under-Lyme Festival for Music,
Speech & Drama:
Website: www.newcastlefestival.org.uk

Oxford Music Festival:
Anne Baker, 1 Wellington Place, Oxford
OX1 2LD  Tel: 01865 557547 
anne.baker@lineone.net

Redditch Dance Festival:
Heather Cooper, 95 Feckenham Road
Headless Cross, Redditch B97 5AH
01527 598837 (day) 451497 (eve)
heathercooper04@msn.com

Thornbury Arts Festival Eisteddfod:
Prof Phyllida Parsloe, Lion House, Castle
Street, Thornbury, S Glos  BS35 1HA
01454 419988 / fax: 857450
phyllida.parsloe@tiscali.co.uk

Tudor Rose Festival of Dance, Speech & Drama:
Website: www.tudorrosefestival.co.uk

Tynedale Music Festival:
Gordon McRae, Hazelwood, Tynedale
Terrace Hexham, Northumberland  NE46 3JE
01434 602746

Wadebridge Festival of Music & Speech:
Email: janet.townsend@tiscali.co.uk

Worcester Competitiv e Arts Festival:
Marian Walters MBE

Now in full membership
Buxton Music, Speech & Drama Festival
Coalville Choreography Festival
Hatfield & District Music Festival
Heaton Mersey Youth Festival
Email: jacksonpub@aol.com
Northfield Festival of Music and Speech
Tonbridge Dance Festival

ADJUDICATORS & ACCOMPANISTS:
Fonville, David - Speech
112 Stamshaw Road, Portsmouth  PO2 8LU
tel/fax: 023 92650 275 also based in France

Foster, Beryl - Music 
Email: beryl@berylfoster.com

Mundy, Robin - Music 
Email: eileenj.mundy@tiscali.co.uk

Patrick, David - Music
Email: davidpatrick487@btinternet.com

Patrick, Yvonne - Music
Music Adjudications 2008 - Burton,
Maidenhead, Southend 

Reston, Francena - Dance
Email: francena@sky.com

Straughan, David - Music
Address:Coney Brae,155 West Malvern
Road, Malvern, Worcs  WR14 4AY 
01684 577402 

Watts, Sarah - Music
Mobile: 07751 701280

FRIENDS:
Lloyd, Prudence
Email: prudencelloyd@btinternet.com

NEW ADJUDICATOR:
Brazier, Elizabeth
GRSM, LRAM,ARCM,PGCE
6 Woodland Court, Truro, Cornwall TR1 1XT
01872 276637 / 07818 451531
cellogirl1702@btinternet.com    dcbji

CHARITYCHARITY LALAWW ASSOCIAASSOCIATIONTION
helping to make things easier
The Charity Law Association has held a
cross-border symposium to raise and discuss
the issues which arise out of the different
pieces of legislation in the four countries
which make up the United Kingdom -
England & Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland - and also in the Republic of Ireland,
looking at   similarities and differences.
There is the Charity Commission for
England & Wales; a somewhat re-organised
entity following the Charities Act 2006 but
a long-established regulator of charities;
then there is the Office of the Scottish
Charity Regulator, now up and running for
a few years.. Issues have arisen and those
bodies have produced a memorandum of
understanding and established a forum for
discussing issues.  Legislation has now
been passed to establish the Northern Irish
Charity Commission and the Republic of
Ireland has begun the legislative process..

So, within the UK we now have, or will
shortly have, 4 different systems of law, 4
different regulators, with many similarities
but also some important differences
which will affect not only what is held to
be a charity, but also how that charity will be
regulated and how one regulator will treat a
charityestablished in another part of the
UK or Ireland but also operating within its
jurisdiction. The forthcomingdecision in the
European Court of Justice on the Hein
Persche casewill shortly add to the question
of how those regulators (including HMRC)
will deal with foreign charities established
in other EU member states. We need to be
able to understand our own national systems
before we also have to address those
wider European issues. It is essential to
have a coherent and comprehensible reg-
ulatory system, with understanding as to
how laws inter-relate, and harmonise, so far as
possible, for the benefit, in particular, of char-
ities working cross border.  

It is recognised that there should be
accountability and regulation, but charities
need to be enabled to do their work with-
out too much emphasis being put on those
aspects so that they do not have to expend
unnecessary effort in different compliance
procedures - which would be a waste of
charity money.                          

Extract from
Charity Law Association Briefing

May 2009

Swine ‘Flu
The following message arrived at Festivals
House recently.

“As you will be aware, the World Health
Organisation has raised its swine flu alert
from level four to level five. There is sti ll
much uncertainty about what impact
swine flu may have on the UK and I know
that you will be concerned. 

I am emailing all NCVO members today to
let you know that we will link from the
NCVO web homepage

www.ncvo-vol.org.uk

to the most up to date and reliable sources
of information on swine flu in the coming
days and weeks.  I hope that this will help
you provide the best advice to your 
beneficiaries, volunteers and staff.”

Stewart Etherington
Chief Executive

We will keep watching the website 
and you can too
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